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be what actually occurred, but Muhammad Kazim states1 that Nadir,
before entering Mesopotamia, went to Kirmanshah, where he laid the
foundations of a large new fortress and arsenal and then reviewed his army ;
according to this authority, the troops, who were drawn from all parts
of the empire, numbered 37£,ooo.a Muhammad Kazim further states
that Nadir bade his generals prepare for a three years* struggle with the
Turks.
Khalid Pasha,3 the Governor of the Shahrizur district, fled as soon as
the Persian army entered his territory. Nadir continued his march
westwards, and on the I4th Jumadi II (£th August, 1743) he appeared
before Kirkuk, The garrison abandoned the town, but retired to the
citadel, where they prepared to resist. As this citadel was strongly fortified,
Nadir made no attempt to take it by assault without a preliminary bom-
bardment. When his heavy artillery arrived a week later, he fiercely
cannonaded the citadel from all sides, with the result that the garrison
surrendered before nightfall.4
Mirza Mahdi states5 that Nadir had resolved not to go beyond Kirkuk,
in the hope that the messages which had been sent to the Porte through
the intermediary of Ahmad Pasha and his Kahya would meet with a favour-
able answer and so render any further advance unnecessary. This hope
., p. ii.   Muhammad Kazim was not an eye-witness of these events, and he may have
been led into error because, in the first place, Nadir had doubtless intended to go via
Kirmanshah, when he had had Baghdad as his immediate objective ;   secondly, he sent
his heavy artillery via Kirmanshah and Zuhab (T.N., p. 240).
1 There seems no reason to doubt that this review was held, but it is more likely that it took
place at Sinandij than at Kirmanshah.   Muhammad Kazim states (N.N., p. 12) that he
got the details of the numbers of the army from an army clerk (lashkar-navis) ;   these
details are as follows :
Troops from Khurasan       ..........        65,000
„       „    Persian 'Iraq  ..........        45,000
„       „    Luristaxx, Bakhtiari country, Khuzistan and
Pars ............        50,000
„       „    Adharbaijan,  Georgia,   Armenia,   Shirvan,
etc .............        60,000
„       „    Hamadan and Kirmanshah	. .        . .        25,000
„       „    Turkistan and the Turkoman steppes     . .        60,000
„    Ghazna, Kabul, Peshawar, Kashmir, Multan,
Lahore, etc.         ........        70,000
Total    ......      375,ooo
These numbers seem exaggerated (unless non-combatants were included), but the relative
proportions may be correct.   The large number of non-Persian troops is noteworthy.
* T.N., p. 239.   Khalid Pasha belonged to the well-known Baban family ;  Nadir appointed
his cousin Salim Beg Governor of the Shahrizur in his stead,
4 TJSL, p. 239.   According to another account the garrison held out for two days after the
bombardment began.   See M, H. Pognon's French translation, entitled Chroniyue Syriaque
,    Relative au Siige de Mossoul pay les Persons en 1743, of a Syriac MS., the original of which
was written by a certain Habfeche (?Habash) in 1746.   The Syriac text, together with
M. Pognon's translation, was published in the Florilegium Mekhior de Vogui, Paris, 1909*
pp. 489-593.
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